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Articles, letters, comments and tips pertaining to telegraph 
instruments and practices are welcome. Also welcome is information on, 
or reviews of, major hamfests, meets, museums or collections relevant to 
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photocopies of early or obscure references are appreciated. Material 
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Inquiries that require a response cannot be answered unless you 
enclose a SASE, and require patience in any event. 

All Back issues are currently available and are $3 each, postpaid in 
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preserving a part of America’s past 


At the operating desk. 

Less than a week home from our western winter travels to 
warmer climes, a winter during which very little snow fell on 
Massachusetts, and New England is hit with "the blizzard of ’97." 
Do you think there’s a lesson there? 

Pickin’s were slim in the key department out west, but I did 
turn up another telegrapher’s (all-caps) typewriter. They seem to 
be plentiful out there -- see TVC1S p. 22 -- and collector Tony 
Rogozinski, N7BG, reported finding another one. So if you want 
a change of pace from key hunting, look for these related 
accessories. 

Staring on page 4 I share with you a broadside from the 
Manhattan Electrical Supply Company that I obtained from a book 
dealer. This 1920 missive depicts the Company’s telegraph 
instruments. What makes it an attractive piece is the price list that 
came with it, shown here at page 14. 

A brief article concerning my personal collecting interests 
appears on page 16. This lists Ted McElroy’s business addresses 
from 1934 to the sale of his business in 1955. And relating to this 
subject is this month’s cover photograph, courtesy of Dave Pennes, 
WA3LKN, which depicts the nameplate found on the McElroy 
model S-600 Super Stream-Speed bug. 

So much is known about Vibroplex bugs today that 
collectors are now delving into the esoterica of these keys. I can 
imagine our readers going through their collections after reading 
Paul Bock’s article on page 18, looking for contact-strip numbers. 

Just when you think you’ve completed your Blue Racer 
collection by acquiring both the early U-damper and the late L- 
damper variation... Turn to page 20, and see what the Company 
was producing during WWII. 

Dan Keane, NUIM, shares an unusual key with us on page 
22. If you know what it was used for, let us know. Now relax and 
enjoy this issue, while I put on my boots to go out and shovel all 
that snow. -WIIMQ. 


MESCO Telegraph Catalog, 1920 


We are all familiar with the quality telegraph instrument 
makers of years past. Names such as Phelps, Williams and Western 
Electric attract collectors of landline gear. But most of us pass by 
those items that were made early this century by companies 
engaged in the mass production of instruments thought to be of 
lesser quality. Especially neglected are the keys and sounders made 
by Manhattan Electrical Supply Company Inc. 

But a telegraph instrument is a telegraph instrument, and 
there’s no reason that a collection of common, lower-end 
instruments can’t tell the same story of American landline 
telegraphy as the more expensive brand names. And the lack of 
interest in, and thus competition for, the instruments made by 
Manhattan Electrical Supply means that their flea-market prices are 
generally lower, so that an interesting collection can be assembled 
for a modest investment. 

“"MESCO" (as many of its instruments are marked) started 
producing telegraph instruments in the late 1800s, so you won’t 
find delicate camelback keys or ornate railroad sounders in its 
product line. Since the instruments by this time were pretty well 
standardized, MESCO instruments bear a striking resemblance to 
those of the era offered by Bunnell and Signal Electric. This causes 
some to think that two of these companies bought their instruments 
from the third, or that they contracted with each other for supplies. 
But MESCO was not shy about selling other’s products and 
acknowledging their source; Jewell meters, Paragon receivers and 
Brandes headphones appear in their wireless catalogs of the era. 
The telegraph instruments, however, are simple devices, and were 
undoubtedly produced in their own factories. 

What follows beginning on page 6 is a reproduction of a 
double-sided company broadside illustrating the telegraph 
instruments available from Manhattan Electrical Supply Co. in 
1920. The instruments are basic: Keys, sounders and practice sets 
predominate. 

Following this catalog is the price list which accompanied 
it, dated December 1, 1920. As low as these prices were, however, 


a decade later outlets such as Leeds ("The Home of Radio") were 
discounting MESCO instruments at fire-sale prices. The financial 
depression which began in late 1929 resulted in bargains for those 
who could afford them -- but not many could. 

Certainly a telegraph display might be comprised of a mix 
of brand name instruments, but there’s something satisfying in 
putting together a single-brand collection. If you’ve wanted to start, 
but were put off by high collector prices, maybe you should 
consider MESCO. 


ALUMINUM PANELS TUBE 


Cut to size 


1/16’ thick . in. Tery limi 
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Special Filament Transformer, 10 
volts, center tapped, 734 amperes, 
Extra special pric@s.3 soss-s0esiers $5.65 
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EVERYTHING IN 
ACME JEWELL PYREX 
BRADLEY FLERON 
THORDARSON FLECHTHEIM 
ELECTRAD NATIONAL 
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GENERAL RADIO WESTON 
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FORMER 1-7} volt center tapped 
at 7 amps. Extra special price, 
$4.35 


MESCO KEYS 


Grand cleanup on these hich grade 
keys; while they last. No. 103 
CAH: reid 575 asia sic Bipis 82 ie Cote 95c 


LEEDS 866 Type 214 volt Filament 
Mercury Rectifier Tube 


Many new features such as wire mesh filament, etc. Every tube 
rectifier tested before shipment insuring satisfaction. $6. 00 


Special, cach... 0... ccc ee cee ee cece sv eccreresees 
All Brand New 


THORDARSON are ene ae 
ees 73 volt filaments, 4 
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tapped; also 2 heavy 
duty 30 H. 150 mil 
chokes. Weight 12 
Ibs.;_ size 6x 44x 
3 3/38” complete with 
mounting bracket 
and extension cord to 
eekct. 


The socket recommended by QST. Du 
this socket, we have finally procured a 
for all short wave work. Stock up on t 
they last. Hlustrated in May issue. Speq 


‘tT, | MESCO 
1," Spark 


Coil 


i 

1 

| The coil of a 101 
US2gehean be uses 


LEEDS ad from September 1931 QST. 
MESCO key #103 was $2.80 in 1920, here it’s 95 cents. 


STANDARD 
TELecraPH 
INsTRUMENTS 


When purchasing electrical instruments of any kind 
Quality should be the first consideration, for without quality 
perfect results cannot be obtained. For more than twenty- 
five years we have been manufacturing telegraph apparatus 
of the highest grade, and we guarantee every item put out 
by us to be electrically and mechanically perfect or money 


refunded. No better guarantee offered by anyone. 


MANHATTAN ELECTRICAL SUPPLY CO. Inc. 


New York: Chicago: St. Louis: 
17 Park Place 114 S. Wells St. 1106 Pine St. 
San Francisco Office: 604 Mission Street 


BRANCHES 
110 West 42nd St., N. Y. 127 West 125th St., N. Y 


FACTORIES 
Jersey City, N. J. Ravenna, Ohio 


Steel Lever Telegraph Keys 


The lever and trunnion is 
made of one piece of finely 
wrought steel polished and 
nickel-plated, giving a perfect 
bearing and avoiding the loose 
trunnion trouble so common in 
other types. All other metal 
parts finely finished and lac- 


quered. 


Each key is fitted with our improved adjustment spring holder. 


The durability, lightness and 
quick action of the steel lever 
pattern is recognized by experts 
and operators and is preferred to 


any other type. 


No. 103. Key, N. P. Lever, brass frame, with legs. 


No. 108 Key, N. P. Lever, brass frame, legless. 


Open Circuit Keys 


No. 244 Open Circuit 
Key, N. P. Lever, Brass 


Frame, Legless. 


No. 246 Open Circuit 
Key, N. P. Lever, Brass 


Frame, with legs. 


Identical in construction to 
our regular steel Lever Solid 
Trunnion keys, except that 
they have no circuit closing 


attachment. 


Main Line Sounder with Key 


Unequalled for wrecking, test- 
ing, switchboard or temporary of- 
fice use, and all places where it is 
desirable to dispense with local 
batteries. 

They are made with full size 
relay magnets of 150 ohms re- 
sistance, having a special arma- 
ture adjustment and are_ fully 
suited for doing, in a greatly im- 
proved manner, the work of regu- 
lar main line box relays. They 
are sensitive to weak currents, 
giving a clear, distinct sound. 


No. 135 Improved Main Line Sounder, 150 Ohms, with Key. 
No. 138 Improved Main Line Sounder, 250 Ohms, with Key. 


Main Line Sounder 


This illustrates the improved main line 
sounder as described above without key. It 
is similar to every other detail. It is used 
for office work where a separate key is 
preferred. 

No. 136 Improved Main Line Sounder, 

150 Ohms. 
No. 140 Improved Main Line Sounder, 
250 Ohms. 


Giant Sounder 


It is unequalled for quick action. Its propor- 
tions are scientifically correct. This is the type 
of sounder adopted by many telegraph com- 
panies and nearly all railroads. 


No. 110 Improved Giant Sounder, 4 Ohms, 
Brass Lever. 
No. 111 Improved Giant Sounder 4 Ohms, 
Aluminum Lever. 
No. 112 Improved Giant Sounder, Brass Lever 
No. 113. Improved Giant Sounder, 20 Ohms, 
Aluminum Lever. 


Portable Resonator 


The Resonator is used for concentrating and increasing 
the sound of a telegraph sounder. It is used extensively 
by receiving operators recording by typewriter, by rail- 
way operators and in many other places where the sound 
of the instrument is subject to interference from other 
noises. 


It can be moved to any position within range of the 
conducting cord. The base and upright is of metal nicely 
japanned. The hood is made from mahogany veneer and 
cherry finely finished, six feet of flexible conducting cord 
with each resonator. 


No. 655 Resonator only, with Cord, no Sounder. 


Eureka Telegraph Set 


The Eureka is a dandy, prac- 
tical standard size telegraph set. 
All _ of the operating parts are 
finaly finished composition metal, 
such as are used in making high- 
grade instruments. Sounder base 
is japanned, striped with gilt. The 
base is of wood mahogany finish 
and highly polished. The key is 
our well-known steel lever pat- 
tern, and sounder gives a loud, 
clear, distinct sound. 


Our Red Seal Dry Battery will 
operate this instrument nicely, 
but we recommend it only for use 

on a single instrument, and the key must be left open when not being used. 


No. 178 Eureka Telegraph Set, 5 Ohms. 
No. 179 Eureka Telegraph Set, 20 Ohms. 


Excelsior Telegraph Set 


The sounder magnets, lever, 
anvil and key lever are the same 
as used on our Eureka outfit. 


The frames for holding sounder 
lever and key lever are stamped 
from selected wrought iron and 
heavily japanned. This method of 
assembling insures permanent ad- 
justment of the side motion of 
both key and sounder lever as 
there are no screws to become 
loose. 


The base is made of mahogany, 
highly polished. 


This is a first-class, neat and 
compact learner's instrument and will give entire satisfaction on lines up to 
five miles in length. 
No. 180 Excelsior Telegraph Set, 5 Ohms. 
No. 181 Excelsior Telegraph Set, 20 Ohms. 


Giant Combination Set 


The set comprises our standard 
improved giant sounder, finely fin- 
ished, with rubber-covered coils, 
mounted on polished mahogany 
base, with our regular steel lever 
solid trunnion key; all highly pol- 
ished and lacquered. 

The practical telegrapher ap- 
preciates the advantage of operat- 
ing the best instruments made. It 
gives him a lead over the user of 
a cheaply constructed affair and 
the student will be better equipped 
for practical service after learn- 
ing on this instrument as_ the 
sounders and keys are the stand- 
ard types. 


No. 182 Giant Combination Set, 5 Ohms, Aluminum Lever. 
No. 183 Giant Combination Set, 20 Ohms, Aluminum Lever. 


A copy of "Philosophy and Practice of Morse Telegraphy"” is included with 
every Telegraph Set. 


Reliable Telegraph Key and Sounder 


Reliable Telegraph Key and Sounder 
shows our “Eureka™ type of Tele- 
graph Instruments mounted on sepa- 
rate bases. 


Under some conditions this ar- 
rangement of Key and Sounder is 
preferable to the single base, because 
of limited space or a desire to place 
the sounder where it would be incon- 
venient for operating the key. 


The Steel Lever is nickel plated and 
polished. The sounder lever, sound- 
er yoke or anvil, adjusting screws, 
etc., are finely finished composition 
metal, such as is used in all high- 
yrade instruments. The sounder 
base is japanned and _ striped with 
gilt 

Key knob and circuit closer 
knob are of polished hard rub- 
ber composition. 


Two extra binding posts are 
mounted on the Reliable Key 
base for convenience in mak- 
ing electrical connections. 


Every instrument is guaran- 
teed. 


A copy of “Philosophy and 
Practice of Morse Teiegraphy™ 
is furnished gratis with each 
set. 


No. 101 Reliable Telegraph Key. 
No. 143. Reliable Telegraph Sounder, 5 Ohms. 
No. 144 Reliable Telegraph Sounder, 20 Ohms. 


Excelsior Telegraph Key and Sounder 


The description of the Excelsior 
Learner's Instrument applies 
equally as well to this key and 
sounder. The key has two bind- 
ing posts mounted on the base to 

& facilitate the making of electrical 
connections. 


Every instrument guaranteed to 
be electrically and mechanically 
perfect. 


A copy of “Philosophy and 
Practice of Morse Telegraphy”™ 
supplied with each set. 


No. 147. Excelsior Telegraph 
Key. 


No. 155 Excelsior Telegraph 
Sounder, 5 Ohms. 


No. 156 Excelsior Telegraph 
Sounder, 20 Ohms. 
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Standard Pony Relay 


A Relay will improve the effi- 
ciency of a telegraph System on 
lines of three miles of more in 
length when several ifstruments 
are connected on the same line. 
The working parts are.more sus- 
ceptible to electric pulsations and 
require much less _ battery - to 
operate than does any main line 
sounder of a like resistance. 


This relay is mounted’on a ma- 
hogany finished base with ametal 
sub-base. 


Relay, 5 Ohms, for Burglar Alarm Work. 
Relay, 20 Ohms, for Lines up to 10 miles. 
Relay, 50 Ohms, for Lines 10 to 30 miles. 
Relay, 75 Ohms, for Lines 30 to 50 miles. 


Improved Pony Relay 


With Cloth Covered Magnets. 


This Relay is an improvement 
on the Standard Pony type, and 
combines the good points of the 
Pony, with those of the larger 
size instrument. It has adjust- 
able magnets, one-piece armature 
and lever. It is finely finished 
and mounted on polished mahog- 
any base with enameled iron sub- 
base. 


No. Relay, 25 Ohms, for Burglar Alarm Work. 
No. Relay, 20 Ohms, for Lines up to 10 miles. 
No. Relay, 50 Ohms, for Lines 10 to 30 miles. 
No. Relay, 75 Ohms, for Lines 30 to 50 miles. 


With Polished Rubbér-Covered 
Magnets. 

This Relay is the same con- 
struction as the Improved. Pony 
Relay described above, but. with 
‘polished rubber-covered miagnets 
instead of cloth covered. 


No. 201 Relay, 5 Ohms, for 
Burglar Alarm Work. 

No. 202 Relay, 20 Ohnis, for 
Lines up to 10 miles. 

No. 203 Relay, 50 Ohins, for 
Lines 10 to 30 miles. 

No. 204 Relay, 75 Ohths, for 
Lines 30 to 50 miles. ‘ 


Heavy Strap Key 


Made for heavy work and will stand hard 
usage. Intended for telegraph and block signal 
work. Has large contacts. 


No. 1021 Strap Key, Closed Circuit. 
No. 1022 Strap Key, Double Circuit. 
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Mesco Relay Operating Morse Key 


oa > The contacts are made of 
5 \) one-eighth inch sterling silver 
¢ in accordance to drawing of 


the U. S. Bureau of Steam En- 

gineering. Both the upper and 

lower contacts are easily re- 

placed and are interchange- 

able. The te org is 

easil remove without is- 

Type CAM 809 Tathine the insulation and fit- 

ting which holds contact in place. To remove the lower contact on other make 

keys it is necessary to unfasten it from its base mounting or table and disturb 

the insulation. It is durable and light, and is designed so that an operator 
can secure the utmost speed possible. 


Each key is fitted with our improved adjustment spring holder. Lever and 
trunnion made of one piece of finely wrought steel, nickel plated and polished. 


Frame and other metal parts are of brass finely finished and lacquered. 


No. 81 Mesco Relay Operating Morse Key. 


Mesco Hand Radio Key 


For one-quarter and one-half K. W. 


The lever is of phosphor bronze 
accurately balanced. Bronze will 
not corrode or deteriorate with 
age. 


The base is the Western Union 
type, and is made of heavy cast 
brass, well lacquered. 


The binding posts have a com- 
bination top screw that can be 
tightened or loosened with the 
augers as well as with a screw- Type CAM 833 
river. 


The contacts are made of sterling silver, one and one-quarter inches in 
diameter. They are interchangeable and can be readily replaced. The lower con- 
tact can be removed without disturbing the insulation and fitting holding it so 
that it is not necessary to disconnect the key from its base mounting. This is 
the only key made with this essential feature. Disturbing the insulation which 
is the weakest point in a key is serious for many reasons. A special phosphor 
bronze current carrying spring is fastened on the base and lever so that the 
current is carried by this spring and not by the trunnion screws. 


No. 80 Mesco Half K. W. Hand Radio Key. 


Mesco Jr. Wireless Key 


This key is not as high priced as the standard 
wireless type. It is made with a view of satisfying 
the desires of the beginner in the amateur wireless 
field who does not feel like investing in the dearer 
instrument. It is of special benefit to amateurs 
learning the codes. 


The frame is of japanned iron. The lever is of 
steel heavily nickel plated and polished. The knob 
is standard size and is made of composition hard 
rubber. The key with two binding posts is mounted 
on a polished wood base which will safely carry any 
ar from spark coils, up to and including 1% 
inches. 


No. 49 Mesco Jr. Wireless Key, complete with binding posts on frame, no wood 
base. 


No. 51 Mesco Jr. Wireless Key, mounted with two binding posts on wood base. 
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Mesco Wireless Practice Set 
For Learning the Morse and Continental Codes 


The main object of 
the Mesco Practice Set 
is to enable the begin- 
ner to learn the Morse 
and Continental Codes, 

+ which are easily mast- 
ered as the buzzer re- 
produces the sound of 
the signals of the most 
modern wireless sta- 
tions perfectly. 


It comprises a regular 
telegraph key, without circuit breaker, a special high pitch buzzer, one cell Red 
Seal Dry Battery, and four feet of green silk covered flexible cord. 


The key and buzzer are mounted on a highly finished wood base; three nickel 
plated binding posts are also mounted on the base and so connected that the 
set may be used for individual code practice or for operation of a two party 
line, an excellent method of quickly learning the code. After the beginner has 
mastered the code, the set may be usd in his wireless outfit for setting the de- 
tector in adjustment, and also the key may be used to control the spark coil. 


Recommended for schools, as it gives excellent service for class instruction 
in code work. Full direction with each set. 


No. 342 Wireless Practice Set, with Red Seal Dry Battery and Cord. 
No. 344 Wireless Practice Set, only, no Battery or Cord. 


Mesco Combination Practice Set 
For Learning the Morse and Continental Codes 


This Practice Set consists of a 
regular telegraph key without cir- 
cuit breaker, a special high pitch 
buzzer, miniature lamp _ socket, 
lamp, three binding posts, switch 
for transferring current from 
lamp to buzzer, all mounted on a 
polished hardwood base, and one 
RED SEAL Dry Battery with four 
feet of green silk covered flexible 
cord and diagram of connections. 


The efficiency of a_ wireless 
operator is gauged by his ability 
to read both sound and light sig- 

nals and this practice set offers the means of acquiring proficiency in both, for 
the switch is used for connecting either the buzzer or the lamp into circuit. 


The set is of exceptional value to the beginner, as it may be used for individual 
code practice or for operation on a two-party line. After the beginner has mas- 
tered the code, the set may be used for his wireless outfit for putting the detector 
into its most sensitive adjustment. The key also may be used to control the 
spark coil. 


The sound emitted by the buzzer simulates the tone of the signals of the most 
modern wireless stations perfectly. 


This outfit is particularly recommended for schools and colleges teaching 
wireless telegraphy and Morse or Continental visual signaling, as it gives excel- 
lent service for class instruction in code work. 


No. 52 Mesco Combination Practice Set with Battery and Cord. 
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NET PRICE LIST 


<> ON — 


TELEGRAPH MATERIAL 


—_——_@——_——_—— 


Manhattan Electrical Supply Co. Inc. 
17 PARK PLACE 
BRANCHES: 110 W. 42nd ST. 127 W. 125th ST. 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


MANHATTAN ELECTRICAL SUPPLY CO. INC. 


Weight 
List Packed —_List 
No. : bs. Price - 
49 Mesco Jr. Wircless Key..........eeeeeeseeees % $1.80 
51 Mesco Jr. Wireless Key, mounted on base ... 4 2.00 
52 Mesco Combination Practice Set.............. 3 5.50 
53 Student Practice Set .......... tie eials wigtarsiaa es viele 3% 6.00 
54 University Practice Set......... sataa'es Sat sses 3% 6.90 
80 Mesco Hand Radio Key.............++ Pisa se BA 4.00 
81 Mesco Relay Operating Morse Key........... % = 3.00 
101 Reliable.Telegraph Key ....... Eolsinegaisare eAtetaze. a9 % 2.00 
103 Steel Lever Key, with Legs ............00c0ee 3% ~~ 2.80 
108 Steel Lever Key, Legless.........secseeeceeee A 3.00 


110 Improved Giant Sounder, 5 ohms, Brass Lever 114 4.50 
111 Improved Giant Sounder, 5 ohms, Alum. Lever 1% 6.00 
112 Improved Giant Sounder, 20 ohms, Brass Lever 114 4.80 
113 Improved Giant Sounder, 20 ohms, Alum. Lever 114 6.30 


114 Standard Pony Relay, 5 ohms................ 14 6.00 
115 Standard Pony Relay, 20 ohms................ 1% 6.00 
116 Standard Pony Relay, 50 ohms............-.05 14 6.30 
118 Standard Pony Relay. 75 ohms................ 11g 6.60 
135 Main Line Sounder, with key, 150 ohms....... 3 16.00 
136 Main Line Sounder, no key, 150 ohms....... 3 13.00 
138 Main Line Sounder, with key 250 ohms....... 3 17.00 
140 Main Line Sounder, no key 250 ohms........ 8 14.00 
143 Reliable Telegraph Sounder, 5 ohms.......... 14% 3.30 
144 Reliable Telegraph Sounder, 20 ohms ......... 1y4 3.60 
147 Excelsior Telegraph Key ..............eceeees 34 1.80 
155 Excelsior Telegraph Sounder, 5 ohms ...... ae 27 2.70 
156 Excelsior Telegraph Sounder. 20 ohms......... ly 3.00 
162 Improved Pony Relay, 5 ohms............... 2 7.00 
163 Improved Pony Relay, 20 ohms .............. 2 7.00 
164 Improved Pony Relay, 50 ohms............. ws 2 7.30 
165 Improved Pony Relay, 75 ohms .............. 2 7.60 
178 Eureka Telegraph Instrument, 5 ohms ....... 2 4.20 
179 Eureka Telegraph Instrument, 20 ohms........ 2 4.50 
180 Excelsior Telegraph Instrument, 5 ohms...... 2 3.60 
181 Excelsior Telegraph Instrument, 20 ohms..... a 2 3.90 
182 Giant Combination Sounder and Key, 5 obms.. 2 8.50 
183 Giant Combination Sounder and Key, 26 ohms.. 2 8.80 
201 Improved Pony Relay, 5 ohms............... 2 7.50 
202. Improved Pony Relay, 20 ohms............... 2 7 50 
203 Improved Pony Relay, 50 ohms.............05 2 7.85 
204 Improved Pony Relay, 75 ohms....... ....... 2 $.25 
244 Open Circuit Steel Lever Key, Legless.......... 34 6.00 
246 Open Circuit Steel Lever Key, with Legs....... 1 5.80 
342 Wireless Practice Set, with Red Seal Dry Bat- 

tery and "Cords coc5.05 42 estacmwawendesas 34 4.50 
344 Wireless Practice Set, only ...........2.0ceeees li 4.00 
655 Portable Resonator ...............20.ceeeeees 3 6.00 
1021 Strap Key, Closed Circuit............e....000% 2.20 


1022 Strap Key, Double Circuit................0 eee 2.70 
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T.R. McElroy Addresses 


Some time back, Fred Linn, W9NZF, wrote to me saying that he 
had a Mac Key box with an address he hadn’t seen before. This 
prompted me to gather together Ted’s business addresses. At first, 
this was in his home. His last location in Boston was on Brookline 
Avenue. That building backs up to Yawkey Way, across which is 
Fenway Park. Today the Red Sox play there, but back then it was 
the Braves, and the employees would go up on the roof of Ted’s 
shop to peer into the Park and watch the games. 

McElroy incorporated his business late in 1941. Six months 
later he moved down the street, then eventually to Littleton, Mass. 
The date in the left column is the earliest published date that I 
found indicating McElroy’s presence (as a business) at that 
location. The right-hand column indicates my source. 


Date: reference 


Dec 34 23 Bayside St Boston QST ad 
Ted’s home was on the second floor of this triple-decker 
next to Savin Hill Beach in the Dorchester section of 
Boston. This is where he first assembled his Mac-Keys. 


May 37 175 Congress St Boston QST ad 
Ted’s first real business address was in this commercial 
building shared by several small companies. 


Aug 38 100 Brookline Ave Boston flyer 
This large building near Fenway Park was also referred to 
as 100-102 Brookline Ave in the 1940 ARRL HB ad. 


["McElroy Manufacturing Corp" as of Dec 3 1941] 


June 42 82 Brookline Ave Boston catalog 
He moved up a few doors to his most impressive Boston 
location. Ted plastered this building with his name and 
logo. Shown in the 1943 ARRL HB ad, and at page 54 of 
my "McElroy" book. 
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23 Bayside Ave, Boston (John Rhilinger KCIMI photo) 


April 47 Boston & Littleton (address = Littleton) catalog 
Littleton was first a box shop and storage facility, but 
McElroy gradually was moving his business out of the city. 


1949 Littleton ARRL HB 
Located on the shore of Fort Pond (which Ted liked to call 
"Lake McElroy"), Ted had a large house and many acres of 
land on which to expand his factory. 


1955 sold company 


References as noted. Also see McElroy, world’s champion radio 
telegrapher (Artifax Books, 1993) and TVC9 pgs. 4, 9 and 12. 
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The Great Contact Strip Number Debate 
by Paul Bock, K4MSG 


Several collectors reported having Vibroplex bugs with single-digit 
numbers stamped into the contact strips underneath. The numbers 
were either 1, 2, 3 or 4. They seemed to be unrelated to the bug’s 
model number (i.e., a Blue Racer or "No. 4" didn’t use a "4" 
contact strip). The numbers were stamped using a metal stamp in 
one side only, and the stamped number appeared to correlate to 
length. 

With the assistance of Randy Cole, KN6W, and Dave 
Holly, AASMO, an attempt was made to characterize the types of 
strips by model number and length. The following table lists the 
results of that attempt. The two sets of columns represent the 
contact strip "pairs" as used on particular models, with "x" 
indicating that a particular bug had that numbered strips installed. 


MODEL Serial no. Strip "1" ni ia 
Blue Racer std. 112261 X X 
Original std. 113442 x x 
Original std. 115952 X X 
Original dlx. 118442 -- X 
Original std. 127352 xX X 
Original std. 127605 -- X 
WWII Original dlx. 130492 - x 
Strip "3" "4" 
Lightning Bug dix. 115087 X X 
Lightning Bug dlx. 117020 -- X 
Lightning Bug dlx. 119612 X X 
Champion 120308 x x 
J-36 203 -- X 
J-36 216 -- x 
J-36 264 -- lad 


**Contact strip on this J-36 is stamped "SC237A" rather than "4". 
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Early 1940’s Vibroplex Champion. 


Why were these numbers stamped into the contact strips 
only on these bugs dating from about 1938 to 1943? Why did some 
bugs have both strips stamped and others only one? And why do 
most bugs from the same period have no numbers at all on the 
contact strips? 

One possible explanation is that during the period in 
question Vibroplex was obtaining the strips from a supplier who 
packaged them into bundles by length and identified each particular 
length by a number stamped into the top strip in the bundle. Thus, 
a factory assembler at Vibroplex beginning assembly of a particular 
model might use strips off of the bundle in order, so the first bug 
got two numbered strips and the rest of the bugs got none. Another 
assembler might not have been so meticulous, possibly dumping 
each bundle into a box or tray and using the strips at random; that 
assembler would end up with two bugs having one numbered strip 
each. Or maybe all assemblers dumped the strips into trays but one 
of them made an effort, for personal esthetics reasons, to always 
put the two numbered strips on the same bug. 

These explanations are pure conjecture, of course, but point 
out the fact that unusual variations or anomalies noted between 
instruments of the same vintage might simply represent changes in 
suppliers, assemblers, factory assembly procedures or some whim 
of a particular assembler, and have no real significance otherwise. 


19 


The Transitional Blue Racer 


In the Vibroplex Collector’s Guide (second edition), I mention the 
interim style of Blue Racer produced during WWII. This model has 
a black crackle base and chrome-plated upper parts. But the vertical 
ends of the "U" style damper frame are longer than usual, and 
rounded at the tops. And where the earlier pivot frame has a 
cloverleaf cut-out, and the later one is a rounded, high-pressure 
modern-style casting, the pivot frame of this interim model is a 
small, square-style frame. 


SB 


aoe 


Pa ee 
P| 
4% 22 


) 


Early Blue Racer on left, interim style on right. 


Mention of this variation was the last addition to the book, 
made literally minutes before bringing it to the printer. I realized 
that this was a distinct variation while looking over a Blue Racer 
I had acquired just the day before (SN 134692, 833 Broadway, D5 
plate). On this page is a photo of the two No. 4 styles side-by- 
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side. The differences in the frames and the dampers should be 
apparent. 

On my interim model, I first thought that the curve in the 
damper arm that holds the wheel was caused by a previous owner, 
but on closer inspection I believe this is the way it was originally 
designed. Whereas the vertical arm of the old-style U damper 
measures about 15/16 to | inch (2.5 cm), that on the interim model 
measures about | 1/8 inches (2.8 cm). The difference is enough to 
be noticeable even without having keys side-by-side for 
comparison. 


Dave Pennes’ (WA3LKN) interim model No. 4. 


The photo above shows Dave Pennes’ (WA3LKN) No. 4 
Blue Racer, SN 117732, 796 Fulton Street (type D4 plate). The 
black wrinkle and chrome of my No. 4 reminded me of this photo 
that Dave had sent to me in January 1994, and I took a closer look 
at Dave’s key. Yes, it, too, was of this transitional style. Based on 
these two serial numbers, the model was made from at least 1941 
to 1944 (for dating by serial number, see TVC18). 

The Blue Racer is a popular bug. We thought there were 
two basic styles, but now here’s another one. So if you collect 
Blue Racers, you have three styles to look for. 


al. 


MYSTERY KEY. 


Here’s a key from the collection of Dan Keane, NUIM. The key 
itself looks much like a Speed-X model 301 (Logan’s number; 
Johnson used the part number 114-301). The base is phenolic 
(bakelite). But the lever is unlike the Speed-X key: Its flat metal 
strap extends beyond a panel-like enclosure and terminates in a T- 
bar arrangement. 


Our last couple of mystery keys (TVC 17 and 15) were 
well-suited to pumping out code for communications purposes; 
their puzzle concerned the manufacturer. The mystery with Dan’s 
key isn’t so much its maker (quite probably Logan or Johnson), 
but its purpose. It was apparently mounted on the panel of a larger 
piece of equipment. But with a "knob" like that, could it have been 
used for Morse communications? Or was it merely used as a 
circuit-closing device? 
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unclassified ads 


When responding, say you saw it in 
The Vail Correspondent. 


McElroy multi-color 9" X 14" 
reproduction Chart of Codes, $12 
ppd USA, $14 DX (US funds). Tee 
shirt, L or XL size, $19.95 ppd. 
J.F. Rhilinger, KC1MI, 37 Pearl 
St., Boston MA 02125. (617) 825- 
9763. 


Looking for a Radio Shack DCM-6 
modem. William H. Myers, 866 
Fairview Ave., Waynesboro PA 
17268. (717) 762-4074. 


16+ page revised, illustrated list of 
my surplus telegraph collectibles. 
$3.00 / 2 stamps ($5 refund on $25 
purchase). T.V. Jacobs, 5 
Yorktown Place, Fort Salonga NY 
11768. (516) 261-1576, FAX (516) 
754-4616, email joekey@aol.com 


Wanted: Old watthour meters, 
substation relays, large slide rules. 
Bill Peterson, 3722 Swift Dr., 
Raleigh NC 27606. 


Story of the Key. Reprint of 
Moreau’s historic 6-part series from 
Morsum Magnificat. 60 pages, 
illustrated. $12.95 + $2 s/h. 
Artifax Books, Box 88, Maynard 
MA 01754. 


Wanted: Serial numbers/ pic’s for 
Foote-Pierson & Co. 20th Century 
key (pump key). Also advertise- 
ments, paper of same, with or w/o 
base. B. Wilson, 22 Tiffany Rd., 
Norwell MA 02061. (617) 826- 
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key clicks 


Letters will be published as space 
permits, and may be edited. 


Kudos re WW7P article 

Especially enjoyed the issue on 
dating Vibroplex bugs using serial 
numbers. Just picked up a nice 
Champion circa 1947. Was on dial- 
up [landline Morse] with it last 
night. Works Great. Larry Marnes, 
NY. 


Where are all the keys? 

Right now I am a collector 
without a collection. I don’t think I 
will ever be a really serious 
collector. What I would like to do 
is get one good example of the six 
most common Vibroplex bugs and 
any other brands as I find them. I 
would like them to be in working 
condition, but I would be very 
happy with the very last one made 
of that model if that were all I 
could get. In other words, I will let 
you and the other serious fellows 
have all the old ones. 

I have been looking in antique 
stores and flea markets in various 
western cities without any success. I 
also advertise on the local 2-meter 
swap net with nary a response. So I 
hope I can use your publication to 
get a start. 

And if I never get a collection, 
I’ve still enjoyed reading and 
looking at the pictures. (Why didn’t 
this "bug" hit me when I first 
became a ham?) Larry Harmon, 
N7NX. 


Larry, keys are where you find 
them. Hamfests are best, but take a 
look at the next letter. (And as for 
your ending question, we all ask 
ourselves that.). -W1IMQ. 


I went to an auto swap meet 
{recently| and the first table I 
looked at | found a P-SOO0 Mac Key. 
Very clean; the knob was missing 
and the paddle was broken; just 
soap and water cleaned it up to look 
very nice. | had to pay a lot for it, 
$5.00, but it was worth it, HI HI. 
Mort Jones, WO6KLG. 


Cleaning your keys 

I was impressed with Greg 
Raven's report [in TVC18] on the 
AWA and though he had very 


nicely captured some of the 
highlights of the Rochester meet. 

I suspect that the flea markets 
in the warmer climates are 
flourishing, but in Canada, we 
usually just crawl into our igloos 
during this time of year. However, 
it will give me some time to review 
the collection and decide which 
keys need a little more restoration 
work. 

Some keys look better left 
alone, but there are a number of 
keys that improve with a bit of 
polishing. After polishing I put a 
little bit of gun oil on the key. The 
gun oil is somewhat like a varnish 
that prevents the surface from 
oxidizing after it is polished. Works 
well. Murray Willer, VE3FRX. 


BIZ CARDS ...... $8 for four issues. 


wit 


TOM PERERA 


Fassett Hili Road 


COLLECTOR: TELEGRAPH KEYS AND EQUIPMENT 
BUGS AND STRAIGHT KEYS 
SPECIALIST - ( McELRoy Mac-Keys) 


KCIMI 
JOHN F. RHILINGER 


906 Hancock VT 05748 
(802) 767-3265 


Place your business card here. 


Or make up your own biz-card size 


ad (2" X 3.5") and let other 
collectors know your interests. 
(Cards reproduced at 70%.) 


wanted - wanted - wanted - wanted 


TELEGRAPH 


instruments - books - magazines - trade catalogs 


(508) 562-5573 


TOM FRENCH 
151 Barton Road 
Stow MA 01775 USA 


MEMBER 

MORSE TELEGRAPH CLUB 
ANTIQUE WIRELESS ASSOC 
OCWA #21624 


Amateur Radio Keys 
All Landline instruments 
T.R. McElroy a specialty 


37 PEARL ST 
BOSTON, MA 02125 
(617) 825-9763 


Notice: In addition to business-card ads, TVC will also 
accept display ads (1/4, 1/2 and full page). Write for rates. 
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